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Welcome Back!

Swallow-tailed Kite, Photo courtesy of Joe Donahue

As | write this on September 3 our high temperature was over 100 degrees. The brief
moment | was outside, it felt every bit of that. Despite the warm temps autumn is
upon us, birds are migrating, and the Chapel Hill Bird Club is preparing to start our
monthly meetings again. Our vice presidents have assembled a stellar roster of
speakers for the year. Biel Macedo kicks us off sharing their research on the
evolution of bird traits. | am excited about our mix of avian research, birding travel,
and all things birdy. | hope you are able to join us for our meetings.

In other news, our new and old officers met over the summer to help plan for the
year. In addition to our monthly meetings, we will again lead a trip over MLK
weekend (venue TBD). We also plan to lead a spring migration weekend trip in



2027. We also will continue our twice monthly bird walks to a local hotspot. Check
our bird walk schedule at www.chapelhillbirdlcub.org to find where and when the
walk will take place.

Personally, | have had less time to bird this summer than years past. | hope to
rectify that this fall. | have read the reports of a Canada Warbler staying several
days at Brumley North and of a Hudsonian Godwit appearing locally as a one-day
wonder. | did get a chance to see the Swallow-Tailed Kites that were remarkably
accommodating in Wake County at the end of July/early August. Alas, my
photography skills came up short and none of my photos did justice to those
beautiful birds, but Joe Donahue was kind enough to share one of his above. All that
is to say, it’s time to go look for some birds.

See you soon,

Bo Howes



https://chapelhillbirdclub.org/birdwalks/
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Binkley+Baptist+Church/@35.9295316,-79.027595,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x89acc3475c405acd:0x33efe2f599b3d407!8m2!3d35.9295273!4d-79.0250201!16s%2Fg%2F11gpf9f187?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDEwNy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/OJjWUY8PRx6_pB256i2i8A
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/OJjWUY8PRx6_pB256i2i8A
https://fb.me/e/4PsFNjUER
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/OJjWUY8PRx6_pB256i2i8A

(b) Chiroxiphia caudata

(d) Empidonax flavescens
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2026-2027 Officers

Elected Officers

President: Bo Howes

Vice Presidents: Roger Shaw, Jenny Deview
Treasurer: Do Hodgson

Co-Secretaries Holly McKinney, Trish Kalivoda

Appointed Officers

Field Trip Chairman: Jim Capel

Bulletin Managing Editor: Kelly Mieszkalski
Bird Count Supervisor/Compiler: Will Cook

Webmasters: Will Cook, Kent Fiala



About Our New Officers

Holly McKinney

Holly grew up among birders in her family,
including one who became a full-fledged
ornithologist. While birding was always an
interest, it wasn’t until COVID that she and
husband, Ross, became serious birders with life
lists currently nearing 1,000. Her bird focus
extends to volunteering in ways that benefit
birds: with the NHBA Bird Friendly Habitat
program serving as a scheduler and plant
recorder and with the UNC Botanical Garden

and elsewhere to remove invasive plants. As for
secretarial experience, she loves to organize!

Trish Kalivoda

Trish, and her husband Kenny, recently moved to Chapel Hill and have been
pleasantly surprised by the number of bird enthusiasts and birding groups in
the area. It has been a wonderful way to meet people and to find great
places to walk.






https://bozemanwetlands.org/WP/
https://bozemanwetlands.org/WP/
https://www.gobirdmontana.org/
https://myfwp.mt.gov/fwpPub/landsMgmt/siteDetail.action?lmsId=39754067
https://myfwp.mt.gov/fwpPub/landsMgmt/siteDetail.action?lmsId=39754067
https://fwp.mt.gov/stateparks/lost-creek/

Contribute to Our Monthly Bulletin!

Do you have a recent birding trip (near or far) that
you want to share? We would love to hear about it
and see your photos in a future issue of the
Bulletin. Just email Kelly Mieszkalski.



mailto:kellymieszkalski@gmail.com?subject=CHBC%20Newsletter%20Write%20Up&body=
https://chapelhillbirdclub.org/birdwalks/

The purpose of the Chapel Hill Bird Club is to provide engagement and educational
opportunities for area birders of all experience levels. We offer interesting
educational programs, local birding field trips, Christmas and spring bird counts,
and connection to other members via a Facebook group. Members have access to
like-minded people including experts who can answer your questions. Whether you
watch birds in your yard or travel to the ends of the earth to chase rarities, our club
offers something for you. We are a friendly group and welcome all to join us,
especially new birders! Our members are mostly from the Research Triangle area of
North Carolina: Chapel Hill, Durham, Raleigh, Cary, Pittsboro, and surrounding
towns.




